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ESF donates 
$500K toward 
capital plan; 
$340K for 
renovation of Jim 
San Marco gym

By JULIE SCHNEYER

the edgemont school 
Foundation, which awards 
monetary grants that support 
and enhance the edgemont 
school district’s curricu-
lum, students and teachers, 
celebrated and looked back 
on a banner year at its annu-
al fundraiser tuesday, July 
22, at sunningdale Country 
Club. andrew Falk and ste-
ven heinemann co-chaired 
the group this past year, and 
Falk will continue in 2014-
15 with new co-chairman, 
ellen litt.

the event was a success, 
attended by approximately 
90 people, including edge-
mont high school princi-
pal devan ganeshanathan 
and superintendent Victoria 
Kniewel. Cocktails, din-
ner and a jazz trio were all 
part of the festivities. eve 
brooks, one of the organi-

zation’s 14 board members, 
was in charge of organizing 
the event. 

dr. Kniewel addressed 
the group and praised the 
esF, saying, “the founda-
tion and the district 
work together 
well. our mis-
sion and values 
are aligned. 
the district 
values the 
enhancement 
of an excellent 
e d g e m o n t 
education in 
a fiscally re-
sponsible way 
through collab-
oration with all 
s takeholders 
and the foun-
dation enhanc-
es the value of 
an edgemont 
e d u c a t i o n . 
examples of 
this excellent 
edgemont edu-
cation include 
h i g h - l e v e l 
competencies 
in addition to strong content 
knowledge.”

this past year was a no-
table one for esF, with ac-
complishments that includ-
ed a $500,000 grant toward 
the five-year capital plan. 
the plan includes enhance-
ments to school security, in-

frastructure repairs, creation 
of a new multimedia lab and 
renovation of athletic fields. 
the grant is the largest ever 
awarded by the foundation. 
the foundation also raised 

$340,000 for the Jim 
san marco gym-

nasium, current-
ly in the begin-
ning stages of 
a large reno-
vation. the 

school recently 
received state 

approval to 
start the work, 
which includes 
commitments 
from the school 
for a new roof 
and windows. 
work begins 
this summer 
and will in-
clude a new 
floor, bleachers 
and partitions. 
“the founda-
tion increased 
its commit-
ment for this 
project by an 

additional $75,000 to fund 
physical education equip-
ment and teaching aids to 
make the project a state of 
the art teaching facility,” 
said Falk, esF co-chairman.

the organization’s logo  
went through a rebranding 
effort this year, with the 

help of graphic designer 
and edgemont resident lisa 
Feldman. “the logo selec-
tion, particularly the star, 
represents accomplishment, 
success and a bright fu-
ture. the star was designed 
with kids in mind, but also 
applies to the foundation, 
which had a year with many 
significant accomplish-
ments — and with a healthy 
and growing endowment, 
active board members and 
continued community sup-
port, the foundation is 
poised to continue to do 
great things in the future,” 
said Falk.

the edgemont school 
Foundation was founded in 
1993 and is trying to reach 
out to alumni with pub-
lication of its second an-
nual alumni newsletter this 
summer. they completed 
their first alumni capital 
campaign and received a 
$1,000 donation from the 
class of 1964 reunion com-
mittee. (An article about 
the class of 1964’s reunion 
was published in the In-
quirer July 11.)

Foundation board mem-
bers are: eve brooks, shel-
don glassman, Jonathan 
Kahn, suzanne Kirsch, ellen 
litt, dylan pyne, eric selle, 
henie simon, gary stern, 
beth tomkiewicz, eileen 
westler and gary Zimberg.
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